
Monetization - How To Monetize Your Blog Using 
Affiliate Marketing - Part 1 

Continuing on with the magazine model, we’ll look at affiliate marketing. I 
love affiliate marketing. This is probably my favorite way of making money 
on the internet. The reason why that is, is because when you do affiliate 
marketing you sell products or services that other people create, and make 
usually a hefty commission, as much as even 100% of the price of the 
product. However, the average is usually somewhere around 50%. 

If you’re recommending a book that costs $50, and it’s a 50% commission, 
you make $25 if you sell that book, but you don’t have to deliver the 
product, you don’t have to deal with customer support, you don’t have to 
deal with refunds and returns. All of the labor, the manual work, is done by 
the person that creates the product.

As an affiliate, all you have to do is make the sales and you walk away with 
the money, which is often just as much as the product creator does. It’s a 
great method of monetizing your blog and something that for me has 
become literally the second most significant income source of my business 
outside of my own products.

With affiliate marketing, there’s a couple of ways you can go about doing it 
with your blog to start off with. I recommend you check out a few sites that 
are basically affiliate networks. How these sites work is they allow people to 
sell products and they allow other people, the people who run websites, to 
come in there and then promote those products as an affiliate and make a 
commission if they have any sales.

The biggest and most well known example of that for information products 
is ClickBank. If you go to www.ClickBank.com, you’ll see a huge 
marketplace of 1,000s of information products. They’re usually e-books or 
some sort of digital download on all kinds of topics, the entire gamut of 
information from A to Z of what you can learn about anything.

What you can do there is search the marketplace and find products that are 
selling well in your market. So if you’re into gardening, you’ll find the best 
selling tomato gardening e-book or video series. All you have to do is go to 
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ClickBank, create an account, grab a link to promote that e-book, put it into 
some sort of content on your blog. If someone clicks that link, then goes 
and buys a book, you get credited a commission and you make your 
money. It’s a fantastic system and very easy to get started with. 

Other methods or other places you can go to find affiliate products are 
www.PayDotCom.com, www.ClickBank.com, www.CommisionJunction.com 
or just www.CJ.com, and www.Azoogle.com is another network. 

There’s actually quite a few networks, probably about 200, I believe last 
time I checked, basically intermediaries between the people who produce 
products and the affiliates who market them for them. If you do a Google 
search you should be able to find any kind of amount of affiliate networks. I 
do recommend you go to www.ClickBank.com as a great starting point to 
get familiar with this.

One other way to find products you can sell as an affiliate is just to search 
for anything or even consider what you personally already purchase on the 
internet, because chances are if you’re buying something there’s actually 
an affiliate program for that product or service so you can promote it to your 
audience as well. 

This is great if you’re blogging about a hobby of yours, a passion, 
something you’re really interested in, because you can just take a look at 
what you’re buying. Again with that gardening example, you might be 
buying information products on how to garden, but you also might be 
buying tools and so forth. You can go to these networks and find related 
products and information products to sell as an affiliate. 

One good point on that is to also check out the www.Amazon.com 
Associates Program. They have an affiliate system there that allows you to 
sell basically anything in the entire Amazon range.

They’re not just books and physical products, they have everything. They 
even sell tractors on Amazon, which is quite incredible. You could make a 
commission when people buy anything. The commission that is usually a 
bit lower. You only get 5% to 10%. 
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The great thing about www.ClickBank.com is that 50% is actually very 
common. This is a case of testing and finding the best products that work 
well on your blog.

Now, there’s actually a key point to be made about that. The reason why 
you can have success selling affiliate products is two things. These are not 
mandatory rules. These are just things that have worked well for me and 
worked well for other people. You basically can call this the marketing 
psychology of selling affiliate products and why some people sell none and 
why some people can sell so many. 

The reason that people do well selling affiliate products is they are capable 
of giving the right type of information through their blog about the product 
they’re selling as an affiliate.

In order to do that, the best way is to actually buy or somehow get a copy, 
maybe a review copy of whatever it is that I’m going to promote as an 
affiliate, and actually use it. Study it or implement it, whatever the case is. If 
it’s something physical, experience it. Really get to know what that 
product’s about.

Then when you write whatever it is you do, if you write reviews on your blog 
to cover that topic and promote as an affiliate, you’ll know what it’s about. 
You’ll be in the best position to market that product and use the right sort of 
triggers, which I’ll talk about in a moment, to sell more copies of that 
affiliate product.

That’s my number one recommendation. Use the product, experience it, so 
then you’re writing about it with really in-depth knowledge. In my case, my 
best selling affiliate products almost always are things I’ve studied or 
people I’ve studied or tools I use. 

The newsletter system I use is AWeber, and I actually promote that as an 
affiliate too. I’ve been using that for many years. It’s one of the first things I 
started promoting as an affiliate, because I used it on a daily basis. I’m very 
well qualified to talk about it. 

A couple other points before we move onto the next section. I want to talk 
about recurring commissions. This is not necessarily available to you, it 
depends what market you’re in, but recurring commissions are fantastic. 
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Also big ticket items, expensive products, products that are $500, $1,000, 
$5,000, $10,000, because when you can sell a $10,000 product that has a 
25% commission, you’re making $2,500 in commission for that. 

Some of my biggest paydays have come when I promote like a $2,000 
product that pays me $1,000 per sale. It’s not available in every industry, 
but if you see any of those, that’s a great way to make a lot of money 
quickly, because you only need to sell 10-20 and you’re already making 
thousands of dollars.

The recurring products, the membership sites, are also very good, and 
often you’ll find those in your marketplace, simply because you make a sale 
once, but then they get paid over and over and over again. 

So if you sell a $50 membership site, which pays you 50%, $25, you can 
get $25 a month ongoing. If it’s a year-long membership site, then that’s 
already $300 a year per person. If you can get 10 people, that’s $3,000. If 
you can get 100 people, that’s $30,000. You just made a salary there for 
the average person. 

Recurring programs and high ticket items are fantastic things to look for 
when trying to find affiliate programs. Just remember they’re not available 
in every single marketplace.

Become A Blogger Premium

4
© 2008-2009 - www.becomeablogger.com

http://www.becomeablogger.com
http://www.becomeablogger.com

